ALDECOTT MEDAL

ELEMENTARY LIBRARY LESSON

Guides your entire lesson

WHAT IS THE
CALDECOTT MEDAL?

Great for introducing
Mock Caldecott!

« Award given to books for children

« “Children” can be up to age 14

« Caldecott Medal is for the book’s artwork

Updated for 2026
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THIS CALDECOTT-THEMED RESOURCE INCLUDES:

2-part presentation (whole-group lesson +

HOW TO QUALIFY

. Bookis intended for children ages 0-14

scrolling slideshow)

. Bookwas pub|ished in the year before the

award is given

2 scavenger hunt activities + answer key

Printable Recommended Reads list

Standards-aligned lesson plan (AASL,
CCSS, and TEKS) + “| Can” Statements




PART I - WHOLE-GROUP LESSON

A read-aloud is optional for this lesson.
If you choose to read aloud, | recommend

reading the most recent Caldecott winner.

These slides introduce students to the
Caldecott Award. It includes recent winners,

criteria for the award, the difference between

winners and honors, and who selects the winners.
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PART 11 - SCROLLING SLIDES
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PICTURE BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY

Based on the spine label, which of these books

is most likely a picture book in our library?

ANSWER: The blue book!

The top of the call number is the letter £

E books are picture books. The E can stand for “Easy,”

but picture books are not always ‘easy” reads
Many librarians prefer to call them “‘Everyone” books

The slides in Part Il need to be set on a

timer (instructions with visuals included).

The scrolling slides include fun facts, trivia,
Would-You-Rathers, and vocabulary words

related to the Caldecott Medal and recent winners.

Students watch the slideshow to find the
images and information included in the

differentiated Scavenger Hunt activities.



PRINTABLE ACTIVITIES
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RECOMMENDED READS

Caldecott Medal winners 2000-2026

Caldecott Medal Winners 2000 —2010

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat (Taback, 2000)

So You Want to Be President? (St. George, 2001)

The Three Pigs (Wiesner, 2002)

My Friend Rabbit (Rohmann, 2003)

The Man Who Walked Between the Towers (Gerstein, 2004)
Kitten's First Full Moon (Henkes, 2005)

The Hello, Goodbye Window (Juster, 2006)

: Unimaginary TT1==
Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's Most Famous Bear (Blackall,
Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat ( Steptoe, 2017)

Hello Lighthousé (B\acka\\, 2019)
The Undefeated (A\exander, 2020)

L owinners (2021 — present

< |

This is an editable list of all the

Caldecott winners since 2000

y

att
he end of January or early February

Use it for your own reference
add it to book displays, or send

it to teachers or home to parents!



EDITABLE LESSON PLAN
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. Caldecott winners and hon
. Caldecott award winners 2/
. The Caldecott Medal almo
« Only one graphic novel ha
. The first Caldecott Medal

Comm
- §~ CORE STANDARDS

Participate i e ACY 1

Peers ang a'gu‘”

‘I CAN” STATEMENTS

Kks in the Ji
e library by looking for the “E”on th
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G ) .
rades 2-5. Also includes 12 “| Can” Statements for this lesson

The Notes page is a place where you can
make notes to yourself for next year, or

whenever you teach this lesson again.

100% editable to make it as

easy and useful as possible!



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is this lesson ready

to use TODAY?

Mostly, ves! There are

a few slides that are

customizable to your library.

If you need a lesson in a pinch,
you can just skip over or delete

those slides in the lesson.

Is this lesson editable?

Yes — all text in all parts of
the lesson presentation and
printables are editable in
PPT and Google Slides.

PDFs are editable in Canva
and Adobe Acrobat Pro.

Can | use this to introduce
Mock Caldecott?

This lesson is PERFECT for

introducing Mock Caldecott!

Students will learn about criteria
for the award and some recent
winners. Criteria is particularly
important for Mock Caldecott.

You want to make sure the titles

students select are eligible to win.




MORE ELEMENTARY LIBRARY LESSONS

Love this Library Lesson? | have a lot more! All follow the same format as this Caldecott Library

Lesson. The lessons below are all designed for 50-minute classes or two 25-minute classes.

INCLUDES GOOGLE SLIDES INCLUDES GOOGLE™ SLIDES | INCLUDES GOOGLE™ SLIDES

ELEMENTARY| |ELEMENTARY
LIBRARY LESSON]  |LIBRARY LESSON
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https://www.readerpants.net/product/winter-library-lesson-snow-and-ice
https://www.readerpants.net/product/black-history-month-library-lesson
https://www.readerpants.net/product/elementary-book-awards-library-lesson
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